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COMMISSION MEMORANDUM 
 
To:  Mayor David Dermer and                                       Date: December 8, 2004 

Members of the City Commission   
 
From: Jorge M. Gonzalez 

City Manager 
 
Subject: REPORT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 2004. 

 
A meeting of the Neighborhood/Community Affairs Committee was held on 
Wednesday, November 3, 2004 at 2:30 p.m. in the City Manager’s Large 
Conference Room. Commissioners in attendance:   Matti Herrera Bower, Richard L. 
Steinberg, and Saul Gross.  City staff in attendance:  Robert C. Middaugh, 
Assistant City Manager; Vivian P. Guzman, Director – Neighborhood Services; Fred 
Beckmann, Director – Public Works; Robert Halfhill, Assistant Director – Public 
Works; Jorge Gomez, Director – Planning Dept.;  Ronnie Singer, Community 
Information Manager – CIP; Max Sklar, Assistant Director – Tourism and Cultural 
Development; Graham Winick, Film and Print Coordinator; Maria Ruiz, Division 
Director – Office of Community Services; Don Papy, Chief Deputy City Attorney; 
Raul Aguila, First Assistant City Attorney; Gary Held, First Assistant City Attorney; 
Debora Turner, First Assistant City Attorney; Esther Perez-Trujillo, Linette Nodarse, 
Lorna Mejia; and Randi MacBride. Others in attendance are listed in the attached 
sign-in sheet. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. DISCUSSION REGARDING  AN ORDINANCE REVISING THE REGULATION AND 
ADMINISTRATION OF NEWSPAPER RACKS.  

 
The Administration returned with its recommendations regarding the number of newspaper 
racks to be placed at certain intersections and the color requirement.  The Administration 
recommended only allowing newspaper racks to be placed at two diagonally opposed 
locations within an intersection, limiting the number to seven newspaper racks per location 
with a total maximum of fourteen newspaper racks per intersection where sidewalks are very 
wide (12 feet).  The maximum allowable number of newspaper racks will range from ten to 
fourteen per intersection and will be dependant on the width of the sidewalk at that 
intersection.  The recommended color of the newspaper racks is green. 

 
Action:  The Committee approved the recommendations and moved to bring the item to the 
full City Commission. 

 
 
2. DISCUSSION REGARDING AN ORDINANCE PROPOSING LIMITS ON LIVE-A-BOARDS 

AND HOUSEBOATS.          
                  
Action:  The Committee moved to bring this item back for further discussion with the Marine 



 

 
 

Authority. 
 
3. DISCUSSION REGARDING AN ORDINANCE REGULATING SWALES.   

   
                            
 Action:  The Committee moved to approve the language as amended and directed the 

Administration to circulate this item to the neighborhoods for public comment prior to bringing 
the final language to the full City Commission. 

 
 
4. DISCUSSION REGARDING SPECIAL EVENT GUIDELINES REVISIONS. 

 
Since the last time this item went before this Committee, staff has reviewed “best practices” 
in several comparable sized cities.  Proposed changes include events on private property 
which mainly affect hotels; internal review procedures that have actually already begun to be 
instituted among other departments; external review procedures including the neighborhood 
review process; and fee schedule changes differentiating between “for profit” and “not for 
profit” producers and events on private and public property. 
 
Action:  The Committee moved to approve the guidelines as amended and to return with the 
rewrite incorporating changes made during the meeting to a future Neighborhood/Community 
Affairs Committee meeting. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
5. DISCUSSION REGARDING A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) TO MANAGE AND OPERATE THE LOG CABIN 
TRAINING FACILITY. 

 
Action:  The Committee moved to proceed with the issuance of the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) and to include in the evaluation criteria a bonus for those willing to absorb the current 
staff at the site. 

 
 
6. DISCUSSION REGARDING A RESOLUTION REGARDING CONDOMINIUM WORKER’S 

RIGHTS TO FORM, JOIN OR ASSIST LABOR ORGANIZATIONS WITHOUT 
INTERFERENCE BY THEIR EMPLOYERS. 

 
Action:  The Committee moved to take this item, after some language revision, to the full 
City Commission (Consent Agenda) as an expression of policy. 
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